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New ACC Hearing Aid Cuts

What they mean for you and what you can do about them
Have you ever worked in a noisy work place, or do you already have ACC funded hearing aids?

Major changes are being made to ACC cover for people with noise induced hearing loss.

Noise induced hearing loss is permanent but ACC wants you to pay more for the cost of your rehabilitation as you get older

You will have to pay towards the cost of your hearing aids, hearing aid appointments and repairs even if your hearing was damaged at work. 
As you get older you will pay more and more for the services the ACC has provided in the past.

The proposed cuts

Under planned new cuts:
· ACC will no longer cover the full cost of your hearing aids

· ACC will no longer cover the cost of your hearing aid repairs

· ACC will no longer pay for your annual hearing assessments  

· The advice and support from your audiologist will be cut almost in half
· If you can't pay your share, then you won't hear.

Why the cuts are wrong

Many people whose hearing was irreversibly damaged by noise in the workplace will no longer be able to get help to hear, they simply won’t be able to afford it.  Will you?

Many people will be confined to a life with significant hearing loss, and the isolation and depression that comes with that.  
The damage caused to your hearing by noise is permanent and never goes away. The ACC's obligation to cover that damage should not go away either. 
Workers in the 1960s, 1970s and 1980s are now paying the price of poor noise management practices in the workplace.  Through no fault of their own these New Zealanders were subject to noisy and unsafe workplaces – the ACC no fault comprehensive cover recognised that.
· These changes will see rural and regional communities losing their primary health care provider, audiologists, as services shut down.

· People with noise induced hearing loss can’t get half a hearing aid.  If they don’t have the extra money to pay they will miss out completely.
·  It is estimated that for every person who has lost their hearing due to noise injury eight other people in their family group or friends will be impacted.

 Please visit www.audiology.org.nz for more information or to read the full proposed changes visit http://www.dol.govt.nz/consultation/nihl/index.asp
