DM letter for audiologists to send to ACC claimants/clients. 

Please send out asap to your database of ACC claimants or clients with the attached template letter and an addressed envelope with the address:
Hon Nick Smith

Minister for ACC

Private Bag 18041

Parliament Buildings

Wellington 6160

On each enclosed envelope.  This will make it easy for your clients to take action on this issue.

[date]

Dear [add name]

Planned ACC Cuts – What They Mean For You

The ACC is planning to cut the amount of cover and funding you receive for your hearing aid.  The changes mean you will start paying towards the cost of your hearing aids, hearing aid appointments and repairs even if your hearing was damaged at work.

We are fighting these changes, and need your help.
Currently, because of your noise induced hearing loss, you get funding to cover the cost of your hearing assessment and hearing aids.   
Under planned new  cuts,  ACC will no longer cover the full cost of the hearing aids, repairs and hearing assessments  for someone who has lost their hearing because of exposure to noise. This impacts significantly on the elderly. ACC is also cutting the frequency of care and support you will get from your audiologist.  

There are a lot of reasons why this is unfair and wrong.  Here are just three of them:

1. Noise induced hearing loss is permanent  – but ACC wants you to pay more for the cost of your rehabilitation as you get older

2. Many people whose hearing was irreversibly damaged by noise in the workplace will no longer be able to get help to hear, they simply won’t be able to afford it.  Will you?

3. Many people will be confined to a life with significant hearing loss, and the isolation and depression that comes with that.  
The New Zealand Audiological Society, the National Foundation for the Deaf and a range of others have joined forces to get this policy changed. But we need your help to convince the Government not to go ahead with these cuts.  
Please take just a few minutes to send the attached letter, which summarises the problems with the new ACC cuts.  Just fill in your address at the top, and sign and date it at the bottom and send it in the attached envelope – no stamp needed - to the Minister of ACC.  

Please send the letter NOW possible before it is too late.  The cuts will be imposed unless we do something now.  Submissions are about to close.
If you would like to send it to the Prime Minister, or your local MP or tell us directly what you think about the changes please contact our clinic on xxxxx and we will help you.
As your audiologist I feel obliged to take this step to inform you of these changes.  Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you want to discuss this or need more information.
Kind regards

[audiologist’s name]
[clinic]

